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Siva Linga should some how be saved from the damage by
the falling stones. Most daringly he covered the linga with
his own body. He was not afraid of being crushed. He
believed that death in the service of God was better than
the death by other means. A fearful sound emanated from
the temple and soon subsided. Lo! the temple appeared in
all its original glory. Neither the hunter nor the Linga was
hurt. The sages wondered at the bold act of the hunter.
They praised him as a devotee without par. They thought
that Kannappa had acquired lot of punya in his previous
births. No body on earth would act like this in the face of
certain death. They left for their hermitages.

Kannappa was happy for no damage was done to the
Linga. He worshipped it and went away.

Chapter 53 of Sthalapurana

Chapter 27
BHAKTA KANNAPPA
Part II
Sage Bhardwaja was thrilled to hear the steadfast
nature of Kannappa's Bhakti and requested Romasa to
inform him what the hunter was in his previous birth and
how he acquired such deep devotion to Sankara. Romasa
said:
Once upon a time there lived in the Himalayan forests
a hunter who was devoted to Siva. Every day he used to
hunt animals, cook meat in ghee and offer to the Great God.
After finishing his puja he would consume the offering
entirely without giving even a bit to others. One day a small
piece of the offered meat fell on the ground and was
immediately gulped by his pet cock. The hunter became
very angry with the cock and strangled it to death.